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Ladyjacks 
fall in WAC 
semifinal
The Stephen F. Austin 
State University Ladyjacks 
were able to knock out 
Sam Houston but couldn’t 
overcome Cal Baptist in the 
WAC tournament. 

See more on Page 1B 
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Spring forward
Daylight saving time begins
at 2 a.m. Sunday, March 12. 

Remember to set your clocks 
forward one hour before 
going to bed Saturday

BY JOSH EDWARDS
Staff Writer

The Barber family has cut their 

longstanding ties with Edward 

Jones, stretching three generations 

and more than 40 years, to open an 

independent firm.

On March 3, Jason Barber opened 

Holistic Planning along with 

his father, Steve Barber, and 

cousin, Taylor Pankratz, in 

an effort to expand services.

“We didn’t do it lightly. 

There was a lot of prayer, a lot of plan-

ning and a lot of thinking,” Steve Bar-

ber said. “Our passion is to take care 

of people that will entrust us with 

their wellbeing for the rest of their life 

and into multiple generations.”

The transition also got the blessing 

of Steve’s father, Paul Barber, who 

opened Nacogdoches’ first Edward 

Jones office in 1981.

“He started the legacy. It would 

have been disrespectful to not have 

that. He was so excited and so in fa-

vor and so supportive,” Steve Barber 

said. “One of the first things he said 

was ‘What took you so long?”’

Paul Barber didn’t get to see the 

transition to independence come to 

fruition for his son and grandsons. 

He died in January at age 90.

“Edward Jones has been a part 

of  our family’s culture and identity 

for 41 years. We don’t have any ill 

feelings toward Edward Jones. We 

just felt like we outgrew the firm,” 

Jason Barber said. “The services 

we wanted to be able to deliver, we 

wanted to have more autonomy and 

Jason Barber Steve Barber Pankratz
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After 4 decades, family creates its own financial firm 
Barbers leave Edwards Jones to become 
independent, expand services they offer

BY NICOLE BRADFORD
Staff Writer

For the first time, the 

City of Nacogdoches has 

a new employee solely to 

open lines of communica-

tion with residents.

“Previously, I think a lot 

of communications efforts 

were reactive and my hope 

with this position is to be 

more pro-active,” says 

Kevin Meyer, who joined 

the city staff  Monday as 

public information officer. 

“Overall, raising aware-

ness of some of the more 

positive things happening 

have slipped through the 

cracks.”

Originally from Michi-

gan, Meyer came to East 

Texas to serve as assistant 

director of athletic media 

relations for Stephen F. 

Austin State University.

The city’s last spokes-

person, Dr. Amy Mehaffey, 

split her time between that 

role and serving as Main 

Street manager before 

leaving the city in 2020. 

Nacogdoches native Tori 

Huddleston came on board 

in January as Main Street 

manager.

“The city has never had 

a full-time (public infor-

mation officer) to be a sole 

source of information so 

it’s easier for the public 

to know what’s going on,” 

Community Services Direc-

tor Brian Bray said.

One of Meyer’s first 

large-scale assignments 

will be public outreach 

when the proposed drafts of  

Josh Edwards/The Daily Sentinel 

Kevin Meyer is the new public information of�cer for the City of Nacogdoches and wants to foster dialogue between 
residents and city of�cials.

Josh Edwards/The Daily Sentinel 

“Previously, I think a lot of communications efforts were 
reactive and my hope with this position is to be more pro-
active,” says Kevin Meyer, who joined the city staff Monday 
as public information of�cer.

A Nac for Messaging 

BY NICOLE BRADFORD
Staff Writer

Former Nacogdoches Mayor 

Judy B. McDonald has a new 

title.

Nacogdoches City Council 

on Tuesday approved a proc-

lamation bestowing the title of  

mayor emeritus on the long-

time community volunteer and 

namesake of the city’s public 

library.

McDonald, who attended 

Tuesday’s meeting to present 

an update on her most recent 

volunteer work on a city advi-

sory committee, gave credit to 

her family in the audience.

“I could not have done one of  

those things without my fami-

ly,” she said.

Arriving in Nacogdoches 

with her husband, the late Ste-

phen F. Austin State University 

professor and historian Archie 

McDonald, in 1964, McDon-

ald began volunteering with 

City of Nacogdoches

Mayor emeritus Judy McDonald is shown with Councilman Chad 
Huckaby during a presentation honoring her many years of 
service to the city.

Council honors 
McDonald for her 
longtime service
Civic leader is now mayor emeritus 

City hires full-time public information officer 

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Nacogdoches Marine 

Corps League is hosting a free 

informative presentation aimed 

at helping veterans exposed to 

contaminated water at Camp 

Lejeune, North Carolina.

The event is set for 6 p.m. 

Thursday at the Nacogdoches 

VFW, 2406 Hunter St. Orga-

nizers are asking attendees to 

call or text 936-552-6823 with 

the number of  people they 

plan to bring.

Veterans and dependents 

of veterans who spent at least 

30 days stationed at Camp Le-

jeune/New River between Au-

gust 1953 and December 1987 

might be eligible for compen-

sation under the Camp Lejeune 

Justice Act signed into law by 

President Joe Biden in August.

The Marine Corps base is the 

site of one of the worst water 

contamination cases in U.S. his-

tory. The base’s water was con-

taminated with oil, industrial 

Veterans, dependents invited to presentation on toxic water at Camp Lejeune If you go
An informative ses-
sion on toxic water at 
Camp Lejeune, North 
Carolina  is set for 
6 p.m. Thursday at the 
VFW, 2406 Hunter St.

Inside
• Capital needs committee 
digs into assignment
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• City’s long-term planning 
enters home stretch
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By Phillip Alder
Delving back into my records, I 

found this deal from 1993. The prize 
for the best-played deal went to the 
Duke of Atholl. He is the last person 
in Britain permitted, under charter 
from Queen Victoria, to command 
a private army. His ancestors 
include such colorful characters as 
the chieftain who raised the Stuart 
banner when Bonnie Prince Charlie 
stepped ashore at Glenfinnan. His 
height belied his gentle character.

In England in those days, 
everyone opened one no-trump with 
12-14 points and needed only four 
cards to open in a major suit. Also, 
unwisely, a two-over-one response 
promised only 8 points. Here, I feel 
strongly that North should have 
opened one club, and South should 
have responded one no-trump.

West led a trump. East won with 
the ace and returned his second 
heart. Atholl ran that to dummy’s 
king and played a trump to hand, 
East discarding a club. Now came 
a club to dummy’s king, a club 

to South’s ace and a finesse of 
dummy’s diamond queen. East won 
and exited with the club jack.

Declarer ruffed, cashed his 
three diamond winners and led a 
spade toward dummy. Although 
West played low smoothly, Atholl 
immediately called for the king. East 
had already produced the heart ace, 
diamond king and club jack. With 
the spade ace as well, he might have 
thought about entering the auction.

By Phillip Alder
You are sitting West. Against four 

spades, you lead the diamond eight. 
Partner wins with the queen, cashes 
the diamond ace and continues with 
the diamond king, which declarer 
ruffs with the spade queen. How 
would you continue the defense?

You have two diamond tricks in 
the bag, so you need two more tricks 
to defeat the game. The powerful 
dummy makes it clear that these 
must come from spades.

Did you overruff with the spade 
king and try to give partner a club 
ruff? It might work, but it isn’t likely. 
South started with two diamonds. 
If he has eight spades for his 
vulnerable overcall, he cannot have 
four clubs as well. Also, with a club 
void, East should play his diamonds 
in ascending order: queen, king, ace; 
not queen, ace, king.

Instead, you must apply the axiom 
that unless you have something vital 
to do, don’t take an overruff with a 
card that will always win a trick. Here 

you should discard a club or a heart. 
Then, as partner holds the singleton 
spade 10, however declarer wriggles, 
he must lose two spade tricks. Your 
eight has been promoted into a 
winner.

Erudition in the essentials 
produces progress.

Notice of Public Sale NOTICE OF SALE NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned intends to sell 
the personal property described below to satisfy a 
landlord’s lien imposed on said property under The Self 
Service Storage Act.  The undersigned will sell at public 
sale by competitive bidding on Monday the 27th day of 
March, 2023 at 10:00 AM on SelfStorageAuctions. com.  
Said property is Mini Mall Storage 1604 NW Stallings 
Dr. , Nacogdoches, Texas 75964 BRADLEY, BRIAN-
Furniture. PERRIN, VIRGINIA-Misc. ROE, BRIAN-Boxes. 
RUBINSON, MARASNIA-Furniture. SWALLWOOD, TONY-
Boxes. WALTER, SAMANTHA-Bags. GREEN, TYRUNZIA-
Furniture. EASON, MARLA-Boxes. MOLANDES, JOSEPH-
Furniture. MOORE, TYREY-Misc. POLK, SHANIQUA-Bags. 
GLASPIE, LEESC-Boxes. DECKARD, KANESHA-Furniture. 
DELTORO, CYNTHIA-Bags. GREEN, TYRUNZIA-
Boxes. KOUKOLIYI, LUBIN & TERESA-Furniture. TEAL, 
ASHLEY-Misc. BARR, CANDICE-Totes. Garner, Lisa-
Furniture. ARD, TYLER-Furniture. CROSS, TERISA-Bags. 
PETERSON, TAMMY-Boxes. Bivens, Trevor-Furniture. 
CATES, JAMES-Misc. CUARENTA, VERONICA-Misc. 
HUGGHINS, GEORGE-Boxes. MCADAMS, LATRINIA-
Bags. PITTS, TONYA-Boxes. ALDERS, BAILEY-Furniture. 
CAMERON, HALEY-Furniture. DAVIS, JERRY-Misc. 
GARCIA, NATALIE-Furniture. Grif�n, Anthony-Bags. 
PARROTT, RAGINA-Boxes. PEACOCK, THELMA-Misc. 
SELMAN, KRISTI-Furniture. All purchased items are sold 
as is, where is, and must be removed within 48 hours of 
the sale.  Sale is subject to cancellation in the event of 
settlement between owner and obligated party. 

2023 JOB FAIR

Walk in or call for an appointment @
337-522-5825

ALL APPLICANTS bring Valid Driver’s License & TWIC Card
WHEELMAN bring MMC, Medical, FCC, Radar

March 14
9:00am - 3:00pm
Best Western Plus

Crown Colony Inn & Suites
3211 S. First St., Lufkin TX 75901

Apply online www/intratug.com/careers

Must be able to pass DOT drug screen & physical

HIRING ALL POSITIONS
Inexperienced Deckhands
Experienced Deckhands
Licensed Wheelman

Schedules:
28/14   20/10   14/7   2/28   14/14

Benefits:
Health, Dental, Vision, Life, LTD, IRA

The Comfort 

ZONE

Martin Kennel & Grooming
936-560-3643 | 512 CR 217 Nacogdoches, TX

• Caring Staff
• Daycare • Comfy Beds

• Overnight Accommodations
• Meals & Treats

• Full Service Grooming

Midland

San Antonio

Brownsville

Houston

Dallas

Wichita Falls

Austin

Amarillo

El Paso

UV INDEX TODAY

The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ number, 
the greater the need for eye and skin protection. 0-2 Low; 
3-5 Moderate; 6-7 High; 8-10 Very High; 11+ Extreme.

 8 a.m. 10 a.m. Noon 2 p.m. 4 p.m.

Shown is today’s weather. 
Temperatures are today’s 
highs and tonight’s lows.

NACOGDOCHES

NATIONAL FORECAST TODAY

Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

LAKE LEVELS

Location Normal Current

LOCAL ALMANAC

POLLEN COUNT SUN AND MOON

TEMPERATURE High Low

PRECIPITATION (inches)

SOLUNAR TABLES
 Minor Major

The solunar period schedule 
allows planning days so you will be 
fi shing in good territory or hunting 
in good cover during those times. 
Major periods begin at the times 
shown and last for 1.5 to 2 hours. 
The minor periods are shorter.

LufkinCrockett

Trinity

Woodville

Kountze
Cleveland

Livingston

Nacogdoches

Longview

Henderson

Tyler

Jacksonville

Gilmer

RealFeel RealFeel RealFeel RealFeel

The patented AccuWeather.com RealFeel Temperature® is an exclusive index of effective temperature 
based on eight weather factors.
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Grass   High

Trees   Very High

Weeds   Moderate

Mold   Moderate

Low clouds. Winds S 

at 8-16 mph.

80° / 60°

TODAY

82° 61°

Cooler with clouds 

and sun. Winds WNW 

at 8-16 mph.

63° / 44°

SUNDAY

64° 47°

Times of clouds and 

sun. Winds NNE at 

6-12 mph.

63° / 39°

MONDAY

62° 39°

Mostly sunny. Winds 

NE at 6-12 mph.

64° / 38°

TUESDAY

62° 39°

82/61

84/63

80/59

81/60

82/57

80/57

84/62

85/63

83/66

82/68
86/66

79/55

85/64

Sam Rayburn Res.
 164.5 164.22
B.A. Steinhagen
 85 82.66
Lake Nacogdoches
 279 278.73
Toledo Bend Res.
 172 169.70
Lake Palestine
 345 345.40
Lake Livingston
 131 131.61

As of 7 a.m. Friday

24 hrs ending 4 p.m.

Friday 0.96

Month to date 1.70

Normal month to date 1.65

Year to date 8.28

Normal year to date 10.32

Friday 65° 57°

Normals 68° 45°

Records 89° 24°

As of 4 p.m. Friday

 Today Sun.

Sunrise 6:34 a 7:33 a
Sunset 6:24 p 7:24 p
Moonrise 10:36 p none
Moonset 8:48 a 10:21 a

Sat. 8:12 a 2:00 a

 8:35 p 2:23 p

Sun. 10:05 a 3:52 a

 10:30 p 4:18 p

Mon. 11:02 a 4:48 a

 11:29 p 5:15 p

Tue. 12:01 p 5:46 a

 ---- 6:15 p

Wed. 12:30 a 6:45 a

 1:01 p 7:16 p

Source: NAB

SATURDAY BRIDGE

MONDAY BRIDGE

the city’s new comprehensive 

plan and master downtown 

plan are unveiled later this 

spring. The long-range plans 

have been under development 

for more than a year and are 

expected to be adopted by the 

council in early summer.

“Lots of cities have full-

time PIOs,” Meyer said. “Na-

cogdoches didn’t have one and 

there was a need for it. I want 

to create a more comprehen-

sive dialogue between the city 

and residents.”

Meyer is a graduate of Cen-

tral Michigan University and 

also holds a masters degree in 

communications from Grand 

Valley University.

Nicole Bradford’s email is 

nicole.bradford@dailysentinel.

com.

C » From 1A

wastewater and toxic chemicals dumped 

into local storm drains between 1953 and 

1987.

The contamination has been linked to 

to autoimmune diseases, cancers, birth 

defects, neurological disorders and organ 

damage.

The law opened a two-year period 

beginning in August 2022 for claims 

to be filed with the Office of  the Judge 

Advocate General with the Navy’s Tort 

Claims Unit in Virginia. Veterans or de-

pendents affected by the contamination 

must go though the administrative pro-

cess and wait six months before filing a 

lawsuit.

More than 100 federal suits have been 

filed in North Carolina federal court re-

lated to the Lejeune contamination and 

around 20,000 administrative claims have 

been filed with the Navy.

As many as 1 million people were ex-

posed to the contaminated water, officials 

have said.

M » From 1A

control.”

Holistic Planning offers a 

solely fee-based model. Plan-

ners are not paid commission 

and have a fiduciary respon-

sibly.

“That means we always 

have to put the people we 

help’s best interest first. We 

would argue that we’ve always 

done that, but now we’re ob-

ligated to do that,” Pankratz 

said. “We work for them and 

no one else.”

The firm will also provide 

more comprehensive services 

like strategic tax planning, es-

tate planning, retirements and 

charitable giving.

“If it has a dollar sign we 

can give you advice on it,” 

Pankratz said. “That’s where 

the name came from, the ho-

listic view of your finances.”

Becoming an independent 

firm also allows the family 

more freedom in hiring. They 

hope to form a partnership 

with Stephen F. Austin State 

University to hire graduates 

of the financial program.

“That benefits us. It ben-

efits the people we help. It 

benefits the community. Ev-

erybody wins,” Jason Barber 

said.

Holistic Planning is at 2714 

N. University Drive, Suite 100. 

For more information call 936-

800-0800 or visit holisticplan-

ning.com.

Josh Edwards’ email is josh.

edwards@dailysentinel.com.

F » From 1A

parent-teacher associations 

while raising their two sons. 

She ran for city commission 

in 1977 and served 10 years, 

earning a degree from Ste-

phen F. Austin in 1979. She 

was elected mayor in 1987 

and served until 1995.

“Poor old Archie — he 

married a 1950s Donna 

Reed,” she said, referring to 

the actress best known for 

“The Donna Reed Show,” 

which aired in the 1950s and 

‘60s. “Instead he ended up 

with Judy McDonald, but I 

could not have done any of  it 

without him and the support 

of  my family.”

After her time on the city 

commission, McDonald 

served as president and CEO 

of  the Nacogdoches Eco-

nomic Development Corp. 

in two stints: 1997-2008 and 

2013-2014. She emerged from 

retirement in 2015 to serve 

as interim executive of  the 

Convention and Visitors Bu-

reau. The public library was 

named for her in 2012.

The vote on Tuesday’s 

proclamation was unani-

mous and drew applause.

“I count you as one of  my 

absolute best friends and 

mentors and I’m so grateful 

for you,” said Councilman 

Chad Huckaby, who made 

the motion to approve.

McDonald shared a piece 

of  advice with the council 

she got from her pastor after 

serving as mayor for only a 

few months.

“He said, ‘You just remem-

ber with this mayoring busi-

ness, it’s not who you are, it’s 

what you do,’” she said. “So 

many of  us have seen people 

elected to office and that be-

comes who they are.”

McDonald’s long list of  vol-

unteer positions include the 

local United Way, DETCOG, 

Texas Municipal League, 

Texas Association of  Gen-

eral Aviation, Department 

of  Housing and Community 

Affairs Board, Texas Natu-

ral Resources Conservation 

Commission, Nacogdoches 

Treatment Center Board, 

American Red Cross Nacog-

doches Chapter, Samaritan 

Center Board, Nacogdoches 

Rodeo Association and many 

more.

Nicole Bradford’s email is 

nicole.bradford@dailysentinel.

com.

MD » From 1A

SANTA CRUZ, CALIF. (AP) — More than 

9,000 California residents were 

under evacuation orders Fri-

day as a new atmospheric riv-

er brought heavy rain, thun-

derstorms and strong winds, 

swelling rivers and creeks and 

flooding several major high-

ways and small rural commu-

nities.

In Santa Cruz County, a 

creek bloated by rain de-

stroyed a portion of Main 

Street in Soquel, a town of  

10,000 people, isolating sev-

eral neighborhoods. Crews 

were working to remove 

trees and other debris and 

find a way for people to cross 

the creek, county officials 

said.

County authorities asked 

the town’s residents to stay 

indoors. Heather Wingfield, 

a teacher who runs a small 

urban farm with her hus-

band in Soquel, said she 

and her neighbors were, for 

the time being, trapped in 

their homes as Bates Creek 

rushed through what was 

once Main Street.

“It’s horrible,” she said. 

“Hopefully no one has a 

medical emergency.”

Wingfield said her neigh-

bors’ water infrastructure 

was also washed out, but 

that her family’s well would 

keep them with running 

water. She said the floods so 

far weren’t impacting their 

farm, where families in the 

neighborhood pick pump-

kins, squash and sunflowers 

every summer.

Wingfield said living near 

Soquel Creek has meant 

being aware there might be 

floods, but “never did I imag-

ine it would wash out a cul-

vert.”

Evacuations were ordered 

in nearby Watsonville where 

creek water spilled over and 

filled roadways with several 

feet of water, threatening 

dozens of homes with flood-

ing. At one home, chick-

ens inside a backyard coop 

perched on a bar near the 

roof to avoid the water.

In central California, the 

Tule River overflowed its 

banks and flooded several 

homes. Videos posted on so-

cial media showed a handful 

of homes and cars under a 

few feet of water and at least 

one road washed out by the 

rushing river in Springville, 

a Tulare County town of  

about 1,000 people in the 

foothills of the southern Si-

erra Nevada.

Evacuation orders were 

ordered for other areas of  

the county, including parts 

of the small community of  

Cutler because of a levee 

break and areas of Exeter 

because a creek overflowed 

its banks.

There were also flash 

floods in Kernville, anoth-

er foothill town in Kern 

County. Officials said there 

were no injuries reported 

or calls for rescue by Friday 

afternoon but that the river, 

known to locals as “Killer 

Kern,” continued to rise.

Atmospheric river floods Cali 

towns, brings rain and snow

WEATHER


